
FAIRHAVEN SCHOOL COMMITTEE MINUTES
August 23, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT: Colin Veitch, Erik Andersen, Donna McKenna, Brian Monroe, Stephanie Pickup, Kyle Bueno

STAFF PRESENT: Superintendent Tara Kohler, Assistant Superintendent Mark Balestracci, School Business Manager Nicole Potter,
Sheri Souza

OTHERS PRESENT: Members of the community via Zoom, staff members, newly appointed leadership members and their families.

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Veitch at 6:33 pm.

Roll Call of Committee Members: Mr. Andersen, Ms. Pickup, Mr. Bueno, Mr. Monroe, Ms. McKenna, Mr. Veitch

Approval of Minutes
Motion to approve regular session minutes from June 14, 2023 made by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Ms. McKenna, approved, unanimously (6-0).

Motion to approve executive session minutes from June 14, 2023 made by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Mr. Bueno, approved, unanimously (6-0).

Reports and Recommendations of the Superintendent:
Introduction of New Leadership Members:
Mrs. Kohler introduced the new Leadership Members to the Committee: Mr. Andrew Davey, Fairhaven High School Assistant Principal, Mr. Donald
Joseph and Mr. John Ricciardi, Fairhaven High School Co-Athletic Directors, Mr. Kyle Alves, Elizabeth Hastings Middle School Principal, Mr.
Jeremy Kennefick, Elizabeth Hastings Middle School Assistant Principal, and Ms. Nicole McNeil, Assistant Director of Student Services.

Leroy Wood Elementary School Playground Update:
Mrs. Kohler stated that the Leroy Wood Elementary School Playground has gone through the final processing and has been approved by the County
Commissioners and will be going out to bid. It will be one solid color because it will last longer, comes with a better warranty, and is more cost
effective.

Elizabeth Hastings Middle School Roof Update:
Mr. Balestracci updated the Committee on the Elizabeth Hastings Middle School Roof. The project is about ninety seven percent complete. It will
not affect the start of school and student learning in any way. It will be done by our substantial completion date with only minor items left over to
complete.

Elizabeth Hastings Middle School Tennis Courts Update:
Mrs. Kohler shared a photo (Attachment A) of the newly renovated tennis courts at Elizabeth Hastings Middle School. The project was funded by
the Fairhaven Tennis Association.

Received and Placed on file: Fairhaven High School Handbook:
Mrs. Kohler noted that with the exception of the middle school handbook, the only changes made to the handbooks were in order to align with the
new laws that have to do with discipline. Mr. Monroe noted he is in full support of the hand book’s rule regarding electronics in the classroom.

Upcoming Events:
Opening of School:
Mrs. Kohler introduced the new school year calendar (Attachment B). The new calendar will designate half days and some events ahead of time. No
objections were made by the committee on the new format of the calendar.

Mrs. Kohler gave a brief update on hiring. There have been 36 new hires. Some of the vacant positions were due to some moving from one school
to another. Mrs. Kohler is happy with the hiring this year. The new teacher orientation was very positive. Mr. Balestracci appreciates the
tremendous effort the principals put in. He also stated the candidates are excited to come to our District. Mrs. Pickup asked about the secretarial
positions moving forward. Mrs. Kohler stated that they are in the middle of impact bargaining. Mrs. Kohler also noted the bus routes will be
posted,they are balanced and the bus stops remain the same.

The Special Town Meeting will be held on November 13, 2023. Mrs. Kohler stated we have no articles in this Town Meeting.

The next School Committee meeting will be held September 13, 2023.

New Business:
Motion made to surplus equipment (Attachment C) made by Mr. Bueno, seconded by Ms. McKenna, approved, approved (6-0).

Motion made to establish the Class of 2027 Student Activities Account by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Mr. Bueno, approved (6-0).

Vote to Approve Elementary and Middle School Handbooks:
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Mrs. Pickup commented on the Elementary schools handbook stating she believes the vaccine policy may be incorrect. Mrs. Kohler stated she will
look into that. Mrs. Pickup also commented on a section of the handbook referring to sex education not being consistent with the verbiage from the
High School handbook. Mrs. Kohler will check with legal regarding the concern. Mrs. Kohler mentioned that the word scholar has been changed to
the word students in order to keep the terminology consistent throughout the District. Mr. Alves also made some changes to the discipline portion of
the handbook to include the verbiage “up to” and “including” which aligns with the laws. Mr. Monroe encouraged Mr. Alves to review the Honor
Society requirements within the next couple of years.

Motion made to approve the amended versions of the Leroy Wood Elementary School and East Fairhaven Elementary School handbooks was made
by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Ms. McKenna, approved (6-0).

Motion made to approve the amended version of the Elizabeth Hastings Middle School handbook was made by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Mr.
Bueno, approved (6-0).

Motion made to accept a donation of photo equipment from Brahmin Leather LLC (Attachment D) by Ms. McKenna, seconded by Mr. Monroe,
approved (6-0).

Motion made to approve the 23-24 lunch rates (Attachment E) by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Mr. Bueno, approved (6-0).

Questions from Individual Committee Members:
Ms. Pickup asked for an update on the Family Center. Mrs. Kohler will add this to a future agenda.

Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Monroe, seconded by Mr. Bueno, approved, unanimously (6-0).

Adjourned at 7:44 pm.

Attachments:
A. Elizabeth Hastings Middle School Tennis Courts
B. New School Year Calendar
C. Surplus List
D. Brahmin Equipment Donation
E. Lunch Rate Memo

Tara M. Kohler
Secretary to the School Committee
Fairhaven Public Schools

Approved September 13, 2023














